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	                            Note from the editor


Dear All,

It is a pleasure to announce that the 4th International Malaysian Studies Conference (MSC4) has been a big success. Many thanks to all sponsors, convenors, paper presenters, chairpersons, discussants, participants, and a special thanks to all members in the MSC4 secretariat team. Our special thanks also go to the UKM Vice-Chancellor and his office for kindly sponsoring the conference dinner as well as the cultural show. PSSM is currently planning to get a few books published that will include selected papers presented at MSC4. We are also organising a workshop, namely Bengkel Penerbitan Pasca-MSC4 (1), especially catered for young and mid-career scholars who presented their papers at the conference. Thanks again for you participation and contribution to MSC4, we appreciate your continuous support.

                                                                                


               Editorial Board  

                     **************************************************

ANNOUNCEMENT 1
BENGKEL PENERBITAN PASCA-MSC4 (1)

PSSM amat prihatin terhadap beberapa masalah yang dihadapi oleh sesetengah ahli, khususnya yang muda dan mereka dalam lingkungan pertengahan kerjaya, untuk meningkatkan usaha penulisan dan penerbitan mereka agar dapat memajukan kerjaya akademik masing-masing, di samping sekaligus memajukan Kajian Malaysia.  Para ahli ini memerlukan bimbingan dan juga saluran untuk membolehkan mereka berbuat demikian. Justeru PSSM akan mengambil beberapa langkah yang sesuai untuk membantu para ahli tersebut menangani masalah ini. 

Sebagai salah satu langkah, sukacita dimaklumkan bahawa PSSM akan mengadakan Bengkel Penerbitan Pasca-MSC4 (1) (Post-MSC4 Publication Workshop (1)) seperti berikut:

                    Tarikh: 13 Oktober 2004 

                                Tempat: Bilik Seminar 1 

                                 Fakulti Sains Sosial & Kemanusiaan (FSSK), 

                                                           Universiti  Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM, Bangi.

                      Masa: 9.30 pagi -4.30 ptg. 

Objektif Bengkel:

(a) Meningkatkan keupayaan ahli-ahli PSSM dalam bidang penulisan dan penerbitan. 

(b) Membantu para pembentang kertas kerja di persidangan MSC4 yang berlangsung pada 3-5 Ogos 2004 yang lalu untuk mengubahsuai dan meningkatkan kertas kerja masing-masing supaya dapat diangkat menjadi penerbitan.

(c) Menyumbang kepada usaha pembinaan keupayaan para sarjana sains sosial dan kemanusiaan Malaysia agar dapat memajukan Kajian Malaysia. 

Kelompok Sasaran

Ahli akademik muda serta mereka dalam lingkungan pertengahan kerjaya di semua universiti dan institusi pengajian tinggi lain di Malaysia untuk meningkatkan keupayaan mereka khususnya di bidang penulisan dan penerbitan.  

Bengkel Bersiri

Bengkel ini adalah bengkel pertama selepas MSC4 yang mempunyai objektif seperti di atas. Sekiranya ia mendapat sambutan yang baik daripada para ahli, PSSM akan meneruskan bengkel ini dengan kelompok lain pula yang mungkin tidak berkesempatan menyertai bengkel pertama. 

Pendaftaran & Tarikh Tutup

Bengkel ini terbuka kepada semua ahli PSSM dan tidak terhad kepada mereka yang membentangkan kertas kerja di MSC4 saja. Mereka yang berminat untuk menyertai bengkel ini, harus mendaftarkan nama dan tajuk kertas kerja mereka,  pada atau sebelum 6 Oktober 2004, dengan Dr Michelle Lee, Setiausaha Kerja PSSM seperti alamat di bawah. 

Dr Michelle Lee Guy 

Setiausaha Eksekutif PSSM

d/a Program  Antropologi & Sosiologi

Pusat Pengajian Sosial, Pembangunan & Persekitaran

Fakulti Sains Sosial dan Kemanusiaan 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)

43600 Bangi, Selangor

Tel: 603 8921 5244

Fax: 603 8925 1168

E-mail: michelle@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my

Selain itu, mereka juga perlu menyerahkan:

- Sesalinan kertas kerja yang dibentangkan di MSC4 

- Atau kertas kerja lain yang mereka mahu ketengahkan untuk pertimbangan penerbitan.  

Kertas itu boleh dalam kedua-dua Bahasa Melayu atau Inggeris. 

Sekiranya ada ahli lain yang tidak mempunyai kertas kerja atau makalah tetapi berminat menyertai bengkel ini boleh juga berbuat demikian. Namun mereka perlu membayar yuran pendaftaran seperti peserta lain.  

Yuran Penyertaan

Disebabkan Persatuan tidak mempunyai peruntukan khusus, PSSM terpaksa mengenakan yuran sebanyak RM10.00 bagi setiap peserta untuk tujuan perbelanjaan makan minum. Untuk memudahkan urusan bengkel, mohon saudara saudari membayarnya ketika mendaftarkan nama dengan Setiausaha Kerja PSSM. 

************************************************

Peringatan Penting:

Ahli-ahli PSSM sila memperbaharui keahlian masing-masing. Yuran untuk ahli biasa ialah RM20.00. Ahli-ahli biasa digalakkan untuk menjadi ahli seumur hidup dengan membayar RM200.00 sahaja. Sila hantar sekeping gambar berukuran paspot kepada Setiausaha Eksekutif, Dr Michelle Lee Guy di Program Antropologi dan Sosiologi, FSSK, UKM 43000 Bangi, untuk tujuan pengeluaran kad keahlian PSSM.       
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REPORT OF THE 

4TH INTERNATIONAL MALAYSIAN STUDIES CONFERENCE (MSC4)

It has been a tradition of the Malaysian Social Science Association (MSSA) – the premier national social science association in the country -- to organise the biennial International Malaysian Studies Conference (MSC). On 3-5 August 2004, MSSA has successfully held the 4th MSC, at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (the National University of Malaysia) (UKM), Bangi, Malaysia. The event was organised by MSSA together with a few other academic institutions in Malaysia, namely the Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), UKM; the Faculty of the Social Sciences and Humanities, UKM; the Institute of the Malay World and Civilisation (ATMA), UKM; the Faculty of Public Administration and Law, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM); and the Southeast Asian Association of Gender Studies, Malaysian Branch (SAMA). The conference was attended by about 200 participants from Malaysia and abroad.

Keynote Addresses

MSC4 was officiated by the Malaysian Minister for Higher Education, Dato’ Dr Shafie Hj Mohd Salleh, who emphasised the importance of the social sciences for national development, particularly to provide input for policy formulation. The President of MSSA, Professor Dr Abdul Rahman Embong, delivered the Presidential Address, outlining the development of Malaysian studies since the 1960s, and mapping out the association’s agenda of academic advancement and public advocacy in the coming years.  Around 140 papers were presented in four parallel sessions at the conference, while three keynote addresses were delivered by three distinguished scholars, viz. Professor Dr Mehdi Krongkaew, Director of the Centre for Poverty Studies, National Institute for Development Administration (NIDA), Thailand; Professor Dr Anthony Reid, Director of the Asia Research Institute (ARI), National University of Singapore; and Professor Dr Frances Stewart, Director of the Centre for Research on Inequality, Human Security and Ethnicity (CRISE),  University of Oxford. Two book-launch ceremonies to highlight recent important publications in Malaysian studies were also held.

Themes and Panels

MSC4 covered a wide range of themes and subjects, including: the Malaysian General Elections of 2004; Civil Society, Culture and Media; Literature and language; National Identity; Gender and Human Rights; Labour and Migration; Transnational Migration, Religion and Diversity; Economy and Globalisation; Science, Technology and Society; and Inequality, Poverty and Social Protection. MSC4 introduced three new sessions, namely a Public Culture Forum on the documentary movie “The Big Durian” and a dialogue with the film director; a special session to discuss the recent important works in Malaysian studies covering the theme of ‘state, market and society’; and a roundtable on comparative studies involving Malaysia. 

While many issues were raised and discussed at the conference, in this report, we would like to highlight a few sessions. The three panels on Media, Culture and Power, reflecting the essential roles of the media in portraying culture, identity, entertainment, and ethics forth were interesting and provoked animated discussion.  These panels also illuminated the ever-increasing importance of the internet, online communication and the intersection of state power, local governance, and the power of media and freedom of journalism. For example, John Postill’s paper entitled Running Suburbia: new media and local governance in Subang Jaya (one of Malaysia’s fast developing suburbs) brings out the many aspects of an infantry-stage local e-governance in a suburban area in Malaysia. With the use of ICT, residents could voice their support or grievances toward the local government via the website; activists could advocate for better social security and human rights; and the website provides a forum for residents to exchange views and make announcement about local activities. The e-governance website is indeed a breakthrough in terms of active interactions between grassroots and local authority.

In retrospect, issues and subjects related to gender featured in many panels, reflecting the current and pivotal attention on these issues in local scenes or politics. Panels on gender include:  ‘Gender and Human Rights’, ‘Education and Gender’, and ‘Gender and Conflict’. The subject about women was also included in various individual papers presented in different sessions, such as Maila Stiven’s paper on “‘Work’, ‘Life’ and Balance: Cultural contestations around ‘Public’ and ‘Private’” ; Michelle Lee’s paper  “’Like my own children’ : Cross-border Motherhood of Filipina Domestic Helpers in Malaysia”; and Ahmad Nizar Yakub’s “Malay/Melanau Women in Sarawak Politics”. Although these three papers looked at women issues from different aspects namely, the public and private divides, transmigration and extended motherhood, and local politics, they have a common thread. They put forward women’s roles as an essential part in everyday practices and experiences that are more than often, neglected or invisible to society.

In Stivens’s and Lee’s papers, they revealed the many roles performed by women in general, and women in Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines in particular.  They showed that while women are involved in transmigration, sustaining transnational networks and maintaining households across international borders, it is the women too who juggle between work and reproductive tasks at home. In doing these, women contest the conventional notion of motherhood, and the supposedly separate spheres of work and home or the public and the private. These papers in some ways contribute to the theorisation of transnationalism, gender roles and the discourse of work/life (home) balance.

The recent general elections in Malaysia held in March 2004 which saw a landslide victory for the ruling Barisan Nasional, have also taken a centre stage in several panels. Paper presenters analysed the results, voting behaviour, issues of ethnicity and the roles of the internet and other media in the general elections. Such concerns and discussions centred around the interplay between political power, inequality, discrimination and the ethnic-based polity in Malaysia.  

On the other hand, some papers examined the question of national identity by looking at media, culture, ethnicity and language. For instance, Ong Puay Liu’s paper examined this issue by scrutinising letters to the Editor of Malaysiakini, the popular Malaysia’s online daily accessible on the internet. This paper discusses the diverse views, opinions and suggestions posted by the readers, mainly focusing on the meanings, as well as the pros and cons of a Malaysian identity/nation. It also discusses the issue of religion, i.e. Islam and the Malays’ special rights. Ong’s paper received much attention from the audience, press, professionals as well as Malaysians living abroad. 

Overall, the conference has been a big success, thanks to the organisers and MSSA members, and to Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia especially the Vice Chancellor for the strong support given to the conference. MSSA will put on its website all the papers, and will also publish a few books based on selected papers presented at the conference. We look forward to organising yet another successful and fulfilling Malaysian Studies Conference (MSC5) in two years time. 

                                                                                                                         Michelle Lee Guy

                                                                                                                        Secretariat MSC4


 






          Executive Secretary PSSM

*****************************************************************

MALAYSIAN STUDIES

LOOKING BACK MOVING  FORWARD
Presidential Address





by Professor Abdul Rahman Embong

President of PSSM

First of all, on behalf of the Malaysian Social Science Association and the MSC4 co-convenors -- the Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), the Faculty of the Social Sciences and Humanities (FSSK), the Institute of the Malay World and Civilisation (ATMA), all from UKM, together with the Faculty of Public Administration and Law, Universiti Utara Malaysia, and the Southeast Asian Association for Gender Studies Malaysian Branch (SAMA) -- I would like to welcome all of you to this august conference. I would like to put on record our special thanks and appreciation to YB Dato’ Dr Shafie Hj Mohd Salleh, the Honorable Minister for Higher Education, for kindly consenting to deliver a keynote address as well as to officiate the conference, the book launch, and the Ishak Shari Memorial Lecture ‘Asia in the Twenty First Century’. Our heartfelt thanks and gratitude also go to the Vice Chancellor of UKM and his staff for his wholehearted support in making MSC4 a success.  

As you all know, MSC4 is the flagship of the Malaysian Social Science Association, held biennially since 1997. Its objectives are to bring together scholars from Malaysia and abroad to deliberate on the various dimensions of Malaysian studies, to draw comparisons between Malaysia and other countries, to strengthen networking and community building among social science scholars, and to initiate collaborative activities of mutual benefit such as research, publications, workshops, and others so as to advance Malaysian studies.  This year’s MSC -- the fourth in the series -- is the biggest so far showcasing four keynote addresses, three special plenaries, 140 papers presented in 38 concurrent sessions, two book launches, and a book fair participated by several national and international publishers. It has also brought together about 200 participants – the majority from the various Malaysian universities, while about a quarter from abroad, namely scholars from the ASEAN region (Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, and the Philippines), as well as from Japan, Australia, the United Kingdom, Germany, Finland, the United States, and Mexico.  MSC4 is without doubt the most significant and the biggest Malaysian studies congress ever held in this region. In this regard, we must thank the immediate past President of PSSM, Professor Jomo and his committee, for their foresight in initiating the MSC some seven years ago as a forum  that has now evolved into an important platform for Malaysian scholars and Malaysianists to meet and exchange ideas and research findings on a regular and sustained basis.  

Role of PSSM 

As many of you may be aware, the Malaysian Social Science Association was formed almost three decades ago in pursuance of the resolution passed at the first national social science conference held in this country, incidentally also at UKM on 17-18 August 1974. The resolution expressed the strong demand by an early generation of Malaysian social scientists who felt that we had to put our act together through an organised professional body whose mission was to advance Malaysian studies and make the social sciences serve the people and our developing nation in the best way possible, as well as to represent the social science practitioners in their relations with other social scientists, the university, the Government, as well as other national and international bodies.  

The Association has played and will continue to play a twofold task – that of academic advancement, as well as public advocacy. As an oversight body on the social sciences as a profession, it is committed to the advancement of Malaysian studies to a greater height, as well as to ensuring that standards are not compromised, but maintained and enhanced in all our social science endeavour – be they teaching, research, publication, seminars, or other activities in the universities and other institutions of higher learning in Malaysia. Of these, the quality of teaching (including supervision) and research are of great concern to us. At the same time, the Association is also very concerned with capacity building especially in social science research and publication. Thus, it opens its platform to facilitate younger scholars to gain exposure and experience through its various activities as well as through its national and international networking. On another level, the Association has also participated in various ways to input our ideas into policy making in furtherance of our public advocacy agenda.    

The Association is fully aware that it cannot achieve all these objectives by working alone.  Thus it has cooperated and will continue to cooperate with various social science faculties and institutes in our universities as well as with the Government and other relevant bodies to achieve this common goal. The MSC4 -- officiated today by the Honourable Minister for Higher Education -- is a very good example of the synergy between PSSM working in consort with UKM and other institutions in the country to achieve our common goal of advancing Malaysian studies. We trust that by working together as a team, we can achieve our goals better and faster. We hope to devise more programmes in future in furtherance of our academic and public advocacy agenda by enlisting similar collaborations between our Association, various Universities, our partners from civil society, reputable international bodies like UNESCO, reputable national and international publishers and funders, Malaysianists from various parts of the world, and very importantly, the Government, namely the Higher Education Ministry.  This will be high on our agenda in the next five years.  

State of Malaysian Studies 

As a professional academic Association, we are all very concerned with the state of the social sciences (including humanities) in general and of Malaysian studies in particular. As we all know, the progress of Malaysian studies in the last four decades or so has been checkered and uneven.   In this regard, I beg your indulgence to bear with what I am going to say as food for our thought during this conference. I remember in 1974, when as a fledgling young lecturer (the young man of yesterday), I raised in a paper at the national social science conference mentioned earlier that sociology and the social sciences in general was on trial, that sociology was facing a crisis, and that the theories in sociology, namely the sociology of development was as underdeveloped as the underdeveloped countries to which it was applied, I was received with a barrage of criticisms from a ‘firing squad’ representing the then social science establishment. But I am glad I stood my ground, and because our sociology and anthropology department in UKM then to some extent accepted that assessment, however grudgingly, and tailored our programme (courses, teaching, research and publication) with those demands and criticisms in mind, we didn’t do that badly. I have been away for a while since then but I kept abreast with the developments, particularly the critical comments made by our own peers.  

What have been some of the comments on the state of Malaysian studies in the last ten years or so? Some of you may still remember the famous (or the infamous) “sawdust” theory put forward by two leading lights of Malaysian social science -- Rustam A.  Sani and Norani Othman  -- in 1991, who liken some of the work in Malaysian studies to a “heap of sawdust”. Two years later, in 1993, on the platform of the Malaysian Social Science Association, the Malaysian pioneering anthropologist, the late Dato’ Dr Mokhzani Rahim -- a student of the great Raymond Firth  -- made a similar stinging observation that much of the work done by Malaysian scholars and Malaysianists is “more of the same” – meaning that the work has not gone beyond the usual old ground, with some  reinventing wheel, and many are just sterile.   

The criticisms cited above may be fully or partially justified, or they can simply be an over-kill. You can have an overview of the development of Malaysian studies and its competing paradigms if you care to read Shamsul’s essay published  in Akademika, No. 53, July 1998. Nevertheless, those carping observations – harsh as they may be -- are a useful catalyst for our reflection and should be taken as a challenge to move forward. As the saying goes, “no self-reflection, no wisdom”, and  “no pain, no gain”.  I know that some people may feel discouraged when faced with such criticisms. However, please rest assured that we fully understand that scholars, including many paper presenters at MSC4, are at different levels of maturity and experience, and everyone especially the younger scholars, should be given all the encouragement, guidance and support they need for them to excel. 

Why is it that some of our works are described this way by our critics and our own peers? Part of the answer perhaps lies in the way some of us approach or do things: Our conceptual and analytical framework sometimes may be slipshod, not well-grounded in theory and the state-of-the art; we sometimes build a ‘tunnel-like’ vision that sees only our own straight path, lacking in intellectual rigour, and not integrated with the whole, thus missing the big picture; sometimes we have a high-sounding framework but it is lacking in empirical substance; sometimes we are also trapped in narrow empiricism in the name of data gathering; and sometimes we unconsciously fall prey to our own self-serving ego! 

Whatever the reasons may be, I urge you to revisit the experience of Professor James Scott, a dozen of Malaysian studies for an insight into our problems. In his keynote address at MSC1 in 1997, he publicly renounced his highly acclaimed first book, based on his PhD thesis on the Malaysian administrative elite, published by the reputable ivory league Yale University Press. He simply regards it as a “bad book” which is not worth reading. Why? Because according to him, in that study, he -- like many others of his generation -- was trapped by what is known as “the law of the instrument”, i.e. by methodology and technique, so much so that the study became a “methodological exercise” rather than “writing a history, sociology, or anthropology of the Malaysian Civil Service that might be a lasting contribution to knowledge”. Now, just sit back and ask ourselves: Don’t many of us – we Malaysian scholars and Malaysianists who pride ourselves as experts in Malaysian studies (be they sociologists, economists, political scientists and such like) – sometimes commit the same sin that Scott has openly admitted with great humility and candour? I think many of us at one time or other stand guilty as charged!   

Moving Forward

Friends and colleagues! I am saying all these not to throw cold water, but to draw your attention to our core business today, that is, to move forward with greater vigour and produce more work of higher quality. To my mind, quite a lot of the work in Malaysian studies are of high quality and we should be proud of them. We have made a significant contribution to the corpus of knowledge, just as we have provided important and strategic policy input. We have also a critical mass of renown scholars as well as a promising younger group of second and third level echelons. But we want to achieve more and better quality work, work that stands at the frontiers of knowledge and is of high impact value; and we also want a greater number of committed scholars of high calibre who can be the new flag-bearers. That is our agenda for the years to come. To achieve all these, we must be reflective, self-critical, disciplined, committed, humble, ready to give and accept criticisms, be ever prepared to admit and address our shortcomings, and get out of the denial syndrome as well as the complacency mode.  I think this culture of humility and of critical discourse as well as a “culture of agreeing to disagree” is of greater necessity today especially when many of our universities are undergoing restructuring or are repositioning themselves to be research-oriented or even research universities in response to the globalising forces. 

 I am sure you will all agree with me that this culture of self-criticism and openness, and of “agreeing to disagree” should not be confined to the scholarly community alone. This principle – which I believe is cherished by the Malaysian new administration  -- should indeed be institutionalised as  part of the university environment and of governance at all levels from the university right up to the top administration of the country. 

On the occasion of MSC4, we are also hosting the Ishak Shari Memorial Lecture ‘Asia in the Twenty First Century’. The late Ishak had a strong personal and intellectual link not only as the immediate past Director of IKMAS, but he was also the third President of the Malaysian Social Science Association, serving for four years from 1990 to 1993.  To honour his work, IKMAS held a conference in 2002, and selected papers from the conference have been revised and published as a book in his honour titled Globalisation, Culture and Inequalities to be launched immediately after this. Ishak was a shining example of a commited, humble and self-critical scholar, who would not compromise on standards. So having the Ishak Shari Memorial Lecture as part of MSC4 is in keeping with the spirit of critical scholarship, that we hope to generate in order to advance Malaysian studies further. 

The Honourable Minister, the Vice-Chancellor, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen! Thank you very much for supporting our conference and I wish all MSC4 participants every success! 

*****************************************************

                        MALAYSIAN STUDIES, HIGHER EDUCATION,

AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

      Dato’ Dr Haji Shafie Hj Mohd Salleh

                                                   Minister for Higher Education

Abridged version of the Keynote Address delivered at the 4th International Malaysian Studies Conference (MSC4) held at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 3rd August 2004

1. When Malaysia became independent in 1957, it inherited a lopsided colonial economy,  and a divided plural society, as a legacy of long colonial rule. Some observers predicted that this newly independent nation would not be able to survive the tensions and contradictions,  inherent in the Malaysian socio-economic and political systems. The colonised subjects at that time knew of no other effective ruler than that of the White colonial master, who had vast experience, and superior knowledge, especially in science and technology. Doubts were cast as to our ability to rule ourselves, given those complex problems. The declaration of the emergency and suspension of parliament for over a year in 1969, seemed to have lent credence to their thesis.   I was a university student at that time, and I  -- like many others -- was indeed worried what the future would have in store for this beloved nation.  

2. Today, Malaysia is one of the most successful developing nations, having been transformed over the last several decades, from a basically rural-agricultural society, into a modern industrialised urban society. From having only one university then, we have today 17 public universities, 20 private universities, and more than 500 private colleges.  The social structure has undergone deep transformation, with the emergence and expansion of modern multiethnic middle and corporate classes. They are agents of modernisation and change. At the same time, they are big spenders, much to the delight of multinational corporations, and their huge consumer industry.

3. All these indicate signs of prosperity and affluence, arising from the boom years. Although we were severely affected during the 1997-98 crisis, we have recovered, and are on the road of growth again. Yes, all these have been tied up with the far-sighted policies to maintain and sustain Malaysia’s open economy, and today we have become the seventeenth largest trading nation in the world. We are participating in globalisation, and we have also embarked upon the ICT revolution, with the Multimedia Super Corridor as the conduit. 

4. Some of you have researched, and written extensively on Malaysia.  Some of your works are  known far and wide, and quoted everywhere. Some of you have been appointed by the Government and international bodies as experts to help study and propose solutions to certain important problems. Some of you are experts from abroad, who regard Malaysia as a nation with major research potentials. 

5.  There should always be an interface between the scholarly community, the Government as policy makers and implementers, as well as the society at large as the beneficiaries of Government programmes and the object of study by researchers like you. Scholars and Government leaders belong to the nation and the society they are responsible for, although they look at problems from different angles or perspectives based on their respective paradigms and responsibilities. They shoulder the same responsibility of making the nation a better place for all the people. Everybody has their own role to play to transform Malaysia into a world leader. To be able to do this, there should always be synergy between Government leaders and scholars complementing each other for the benefit of the nation. 

6. Whether you are in the Government or in the academic community, we have to recognise the simple fact that societies are dynamic, complex and multifacetted. Social analyses, proposals  and predictions --  like the ones made about Malaysia in the early independence years I mentioned earlier – should be meticulously grounded, for they can be far off the mark, and even completely wrong, if they are made with certain prejudgments or prejudices. If such observations and predictions have been made to the Government as part of proposals and recommendations to guide our policy formulation, we would have been wrongly advised,  and millions may have already been wasted down the drain,  not only on the consultancy fees, but also on the programmes recommended through such misleading studies! 

7. Human societies cannot be studied like plants, animals, or rocks that can be controlled in the laboratory. Human societies are first of all human – they interact with the researcher, are  dynamic, complex, and changing. The whole society is the laboratory. Studying them using the  lenses and methods of the natural scientists will not do justice to the society’s complexities. Yet, we want truth and hard facts to help us understand and make sense of the complex reality. For us in the Government in particular, we want to know the truth and the facts of the case so that our policies are well-informed and  meet the target group and benefit the people and nation.  

8. What I am emphasising here is the responsibility of scholars not only to their peers in the  academic community, but equally important, to the society or community that they study, namely the people and the generations that may be affected by the results and implications of their study. It goes without saying that to be truthful to one’s vocation, we must uphold academic rigour, especially with regard to the theoretical and conceptual framework and methods. We need to marshal all the relevant facts, make good analysis of the myriad of facts, be as objective as possible, avoid prejudices and biases, grasp the part and the whole, and make recommendations and suggestions based on these facts. 

9. This last point brings me to social science education in the universities.  Much criticism has been leveled at the social science education particularly with regard to the employability of social science graduates. I have been quoted quite extensively in the media as espousing the double major programme as one of the solution. First, we would like the students to have a broader base of disciplines so as to enhance their marketability, and second, let them be well-equipped with the necessary theories and methods of analysis in understanding and interpreting society that I talked about earlier, and be good problem-analysts and problem-solvers.   And, I must emphasise, it is our responsibility to impart these necessary theoretical, analytical, methodological and social skills to them, so that they can master and use the arsenal of knowledge in real life and in their career. I believe this constitutes a serious challenge to the social sciences in general, and to Malaysian Studies in particular which I hope you all will seriously deliberate as part of MSC4.  

10. There is a misperception among the public that the Government has been sidelining the social sciences with our policy of achieving a 60:40 ratio in terms of science to non-science students intake in our universities and also in terms of budget allocation. The reason for this 60:40 policy is quite simple. Policies do not evolve in a vacuum, but out of historical necessity, springing from an analysis of current and projected future needs. In the past, we have been short of expertise in the fields of science, technology, medicine and allied subjects, as our previous focus was on training social science administrators, managers, teachers and extension-officers as part of nation-building. That phase of nation-building has now gradually shifted to a different stage, i.e., one which requires a greater number of scientific, technical, and technological personnel, to facilitate our R&D, in our quest to build a high-tech knowledge economy and society.  In order to ‘leapfrog’ the stages of development, the Government needs more of such people very fast; and we do not have the luxury of time on our side to wait many years to have such expertise. 

11. But, the Government is fully aware of the importance of the ‘soft’ components of development,  that is, the development of the human ware, not just the hardware. The more we develop  materially, the more we have to pay attention to human development so that our development is holistic, balanced and  all round. Hence, the 40% social science student ratio is being maintained. The Government has also recently formulated and announced the NATIONAL INTEGRITY PLAN to enhance ethics and integrity not only in the government sector, but also in the private sector, political parties, and the society at large. I am glad to hear that the Plan was being formulated by engaging social science expertise from Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia and the Malaysian Social Science Association. Several other policies have also been formulated or are in the process of formulation to address the soft component of development, and a number of academics have been engaged to facilitate these. All these show at least two things: first, the important synergy between Government policy-making and the academic community -- of how academic scholarship namely the social sciences, feeds into policy-making, and of how policy-formulation benefits from academic scholarship. And second, it also powerfully demonstrates that social science expertise is urgently needed to study and make recommendations concerning various dimensions of the soft component of national development. All round holistic development based on ethics and integrity is one of the main agendas of the new administration to ensure that our development is balanced and has the broader goals of the people’s well-being at heart. In this regard, the Government will continue to allocate grants for social science research into the various dimensions of nation-building and society-formation, including the impact of globalisation on the various dimensions of the society and the economy,  and we hope that the social science community will come forward with their proposals to conduct good solid research.   

12. On the occasion of MSC4, you are also hosting the Ishak Shari Memorial Lecture ‘Asia in the Twenty First Century’. I was informed that the late Professor Ishak, the immediate past Director of the Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), and a past President of the Malaysian Social Science Association,  was an epitome of committed and rigorous scholarship who would not compromise on standards. We honour him with this lecture to be delivered by Professor Dr Medhi Krongkaew, a distinguished development economist from neighbouring Thailand who is also a close friend of Professor Ishak, as well as the book in his honour which is to be launched immediately after this. We need more Malaysians to become epitomes of scholarly excellence, and I strongly believe there are many among you who would one day make our nation proud for your contributions and insights.     

REPORT 2 
LAPORAN  MESYUARAT AGUNG PSSM 2004

Saliha Hassan

Setiausaha PSSM

Mesyuarat Agung Persatuan Sains Sosial Malaysia (PSSM) telah diadakan di Bilik Senat, Bangunan Canselori, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Bangi, pada  hari Sabtu 27 Mac 2004. Selain daripada mengesahkan minit Mesyuarat Agung Tahun 2003, pembentangan Laporan Tahunan  oleh Presiden, YBhg Prof. Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahman Embong, dan meluluskan Penyata Kewangan 2003-04, agenda mesyuarat kali ini juga mengandungi dua perkara penting. Yang pertama ialah pemilihan Jawatankuasa PSSM 2004-06 dan yang kedua usul Jawatankuasa 2003  mengenai pindaan perlembagaan. Mesyuarat telah dihadiri lebih daripada 50 orang ahli.

                        Kepimpinan berwawasan dan berkesan

                        Jawatankuasa baru yang terlantik menampilkan lima muka baru iaitu Sharifah Munirah Alatas sebagai Penolong Setia Usaha, Rahim Zain , Yeoh Seng Guan, Wong Soak Koon dan Wan Zawawi Ibrahim sebagai ahli jawatankuasa. 

YBhg Prof. Datuk Dr. Abdul Rahman Embong kekal sebagai Presiden, Mohd Hazim Shah sebagai Timbalan Presiden, Diana Wong yang telah lama memangku jawatan Naib Presiden, Terence Gomez dan Phua Kai Lit dilantik memenuhi  tiga jawatan Naib Presiden, Saliha Hassan terus sebagai Setiausaha dan Rashila Ramli sebagai Bendahari. Anggota-anggota jawatankuasa yang lain yang juga kekal dalam jawatan masing-masing ialah  Nor Hayati Saat, Chin Yee Wah dan Lee Hwok Aun. Dengan itu  Jawatankuasa baru ini kelihatan mantap dengan keanggotaan yang seimbang yang terdiri daripada kalangan akademik, professional, yang muda dan ahli-ahli veteran. PSSM bolehlah mengharapkan kepemimpinan yang komited, berwawasan dan berkesan dari segi objektif-objektif PSSM daripada mereka.. 

                        Pindaan Perlembagaan PSSM: Undang-undang XI

                        Timbalan Presiden, sdr Mohd Hazim Shah, telah  membentangkan usul pindaan perlembagaan PSSM , Undang-undang XI, bagi memudahkan urusan membangunkan tanah PSSM. Setelah dibincangkan, mesyuarat dengan sebulat suara meluluskan usul pindaan atas cadangan sdr Rahim Zain dan disokong oleh sdr Norani Othman. Kedua-duanya  adalah di antara tokoh pengasas PSSM. Setelah dibincang dan dihalusi, pindaan ini telah diluluskan sebulat suara oleh ahli-ahli yang hadir.

Undang-undang XI, Perlembagaan Persatuan Sains Sosial Malaysia (PSSM) sekarang memberi kuasa kepada Persatuan untuk mendaftarkan mana-mana harta takalih atas nama Persatuan serta diuruskan oleh Jawatankuasa dengan syarat ia mendapat kelulusan Mesyuarat Agung Persatuan. Sesudah urusan pindah milik diselesaikan seluruhnya, Persatuan harus pindahkan semula kepada Pengamanah sebagaimana dalam Perlembagaan.

Dengan pindaan ini dan dengan mandat yang diberikan oleh mesyuarat agung, pihak Jawatankuasa sekarang dapatlah bertindak untuk memulakan proses membangun tanah PSSM yang terletak di Kelana Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan.

                       Sekalung Budi

                       Presiden mengulangi ucapan terima kasih kepada sdr Michelle Lee, sdr Wan Idros dan sdr Sity Daud kerana membantu penerbitan Berita PSSM dan kepada sdr Phua Kai Lit kerana mengelolakan laman web PSSM, http://phuakl.tripod.com/pssm.homepage.htm secara percuma.

Mesyuarat juga merakamkan terima kasih kepada sdr Mohamad Asri yang telah melepaskan jawatannya sebagai Naib presiden PSSM, kepada sdr Wan Idros Wan Sulaiman yang melepaskan jawatan sebagai setiausaha kerja dan mesyuarat seterusnya mengalu-alukan perlantikan sdr Michelle Lee sebagai setiausaha kerja yang baru..

Presiden mengakhiri mesyuarat agung pada kali ini dengan  mengucapkan terima kasih kepada seluruh  Jawatan kuasa 2002-2004 atas perkhidmatan mereka kepada PSSM dan seterusnya mengalu-ngalukan Jawatankuasa  baru 2004-2006. Beliau mengucapkan selamat berkhidmat kepada mereka serta mengharap mereka dan juga seluruh anggota PSSM akan mengisi visi dan misi PSSM.

****************************************************

news 
               NEWS FROM THE NORTH: ACTIVITIES AT USM  

                           Chin Yee Whah

ASEAN Inter-University Seminar 

The School of Social Sciences of Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) had just hosted the 6th ASEAN Inter-University Seminar on Social Development in collaboration with the Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore. The seminar was held at USM from 14-16 May focused on the theme of “Decentering South East Asia?” The seminar started with a keynote address by Professor Wan Zawawi Ibrahim from the Institute of Malay World and Civilisation (ATMA), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, and also a Committee member of the Malaysian Social Science Association (PSSM). In the lecture, Professor Zawawi focused on his anthropological studies of the Orang Asli in Malaysia, and related it to theme of the seminar. 

A total of 79 papers were presented with participants from various parts of the world, namely Singapore, Indonesia, The Philippines, Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Taiwan, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, and the United States. The papers were subdivided into 22 panels ranging from De-centering Class-State Relationship; Economy of the Region; Globalisation, politics, culture, health and consumption; Civil Society and ASEAN; Education, Family, poverty and Community Development; Environment, Religion, Entrepreneurship, politics of citizenship, corruption, IT & Work; Modernisation in Southeast Asia; and Migration and Displacement. 

The seminar ended with a bidding for the next venue of the 7th ASEAN Inter-University Seminar. There were two representatives who bid to be the host; one from the Surabaya University of Indonesia and the other from the Ho Chi Minh Open University of Vietnam. Both had equal support after two rounds of voting and the venue has yet to be decided. If interested to visit Surabaya or Ho Chi Minh City, write your paper from now on.

Current research

The research projects currently undertaking by some of the staffs at the Schools of Social Sciences of USM are: 

(1) Ethnic Conflict and Civil Society, 2004-2005 by Professor Johan Saravananmuttu and Professor Ashutosh Varshney for the Michigan University. This project is funded by the Michigan University and USM; 

(2) Collaborative Country Research on Inequality, human Security and Ethnicity, 2004 by Associate Professor Maznah Mohamad, funded by the Queen Elizabeth House, Oxford University;

(3) Peace Building in Multi-Ethnic, Multi-Religious South East Asia by Professor Loh Kok Wah and Associate Professor Mustafa Kamal, funded by the Ford Foundation. This project involves collaboration with colleagues from Thailand, Indonesia and Philippines;

(4) The Management of High-rise Medium and Low Cost Residential Building: Practical Guidelines by Associate Professor Tiun Ling Ta, funded by INSPEN, NAPREC;

(5) Japanese Food Culture in Malaysia by Dr. Azrina Husin, funded by The Sumitomo Foundation; and

(6)  Bumiputera-Chinese Partnership in Technology-based Industries in Post NEP and NDP Malaysia by Dr. Chin Yee Whah, funded by USM.

Note: Dr Chin Yee Whah is a Lecturer at the School of the Social Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia and a Committee Member of PSSM. The Editorial Board welcomes reports of activities from other institutions as well to be published in Berita PSSM. 

********************************************

PRESS STATEMENT: ON THE NEED TO FORM AN INDEPENDENT BODY TO REVIEW

THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF MALAYSIA

1.  We fully support the suggestion by the Chairman of the Election Commission of Malaysia (EC) Tan Sri Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahman that an independent body review the status, role, structure and operations of the EC.  This is because the problems and weaknesses that emerged during the 11th General Elections were serious and have undermined the integrity of the EC and also the practice of elections in Malaysia. 

2.  We consider the terms of reference suggested by the EC can form the basis of the tasks of such an independent body. These would include the following:  

i. A review of the organisation, operation and laws on which the role and impartiality of the EC rests;

ii. To identify all forms of intervention in the performance of the EC’s functions; and

iii. To identify violations and take appropriate action.

3.  In line with the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister’s desire to increase the efficiency and transparency of all government bodies and institutions, we welcome the promise of full cooperation by the EC.

4.  We suggest that this independent body be made up of persons of integrity.  The members of the body should include representatives from all political parties, as well as representatives from relevant non-governmental organisations, academic institutions and individuals who can ensure that the task of restoring the credibility of the EC and the electoral system is successful.

The resolution was tabled and unanimously endorsed by Persatuan Sains Sosial Malaysia (PSSM), at its Annual General Meeting, Saturday 27th March 2004.

Afterwards endorsed by Women’s Aid Organisation (WAO), Sisters in Islam, Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall, Malaysian Voters Union (Malvu), SOS1 (Save Ourselves), Malaysian Local Democracy Initiative (Malodi).

PENERBITAN BARU AHLI-AHLI PSSM

RECENT PUBLICATIONS BY PSSM MEMBERS

Abdul Rahman Embong (ed.). 2004. Globalisation, Culture and Inequalities: In Honour of the Late Ishak Shari. Bangi: Penerbit Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia.  (17 ch. + Introduction; 418 pages; Price - H/back: RM100.00; Soft/cover: RM60.00)

Terence E. Gomez (ed.). 2004.  The State of Malaysia: Ethnicity, Equity and Reform. London & New York: RoutledgeCurzon. (8 ch. + Introduction; 258 pages; Price - RM50.00 (PSSM members; limited stock); RM65.00 non-members)


Mohd Hazim Shah & Phua Kai Lit (eds.). 2004. Public Policy, Culture and the Impact of Globalisation in Malaysia. Kuala Lumpur: Persatuan Sains Sosial Malaysia (8 ch. + Introduction; 180 pages; Price - RM30.00; PSSM members -- RM25.00). 

Those interested can contact PSSM President (03-89213581, or Executive Secretary 03-89215244).
Ahli-ahli PSSM yang berminat mengiklankan penerbitan terbaru mereka  dalam ruangan ini  bolehlah menghubungi Setiausaha PSSM  Sdri. Saliha Hassan di alamat berikut:

PSSM members who wish to advertise their recent publications on this column may contact Ms.Saliha Hassan, PSSM’s Secretary at the following address:

Email: saliha@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my
JAWATANKUASA KERJA PSSM 2002/04
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