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ABSTRACT

This paper is based on a study of 422 female prisoners in 6 out of 7 female prisons and rehabilitation centers in Peninsular Malaysia carried out in 2001. More than half of the female prisoners are foreigners, mainly from poorer neighbouring countries like Indonesia and Thailand. It is found that female prisoners in Malaysia commit crimes mainly because of poverty and financial problems. Factors that are related to re-offending or recidivism include physical abuse, alcohol abuse, drug abuse, coming from unhappy homes, having family members who have been charged with an offence previously and having family members who have been to prison. 

This paper points out the fact that what many female offenders in Malaysia and indirectly in Southeast Asia need is job opportunities as well as learning new skills. As factors that are related to recidivism are of the psychological and social nature, recidivists will require counseling and intervention. The paper also proposes that the social work profession and some non-governmental organizations could work hand in hand with the female prison authority to help in the “rehabilitation process” and also the “aftercare” of female prisoners. 

INTRODUCTION


In the 1990s, female offenders in many parts of the world were not that much different from those in the 1970s.  As Merlo (1995: 119) commented, "The typical female offender is not a corporate or computer criminal, a terrorist, a burglar, or a murderer.  Instead, she is likely to engage in theft, fraud, drug offenses, forgery, embezzlement and prostitution." Yet male arrests still far exceeded female arrests. In the United States (US), in 1992, males were responsible for 9,633,809 (81 percent) of the total 11,893,153 arrests (Merlo, 1995: 119). Also, males were more likely to be involved in violent and property crime than females.  For the four violent crimes, murder, rape, robbery and aggravated assault, for example, 561,310 (87.5 percent) males and 79,940 (12.5 percent) females were arrested in 1992. Similarly, for property crimes, larceny-theft, burglary, motor vehicle theft, and arson, 1,370,198 (74.6 percent) males and 467,076 (25.4 percent) females were arrested in 1992 (p.120).


Although the female arrest rate is less than the male arrest rate in the US, Gondles (1998: 6) pointed out that the rate of growth in the population of female prisoners in the US far exceeded that of males. Since 1985, the annual growth rate has averaged 11.1 percent, higher than the 7.6 percent average increase in male inmates; in 1996 alone, the number of female inmates grew at a rate nearly double that of males (9.5 percent, compared with 4.8 percent for males).


Haywood, et al. (2000; 307) mentioned that women who had been incarcerated were a high-risk group for criminal recidivism, and criminal justice statistics indicated that the number of females detained was increasing more rapidly than that of male detainees.


In Malaysia, between 1991 and 1999, the percentage of female Malaysian prisoners was very small, about 2 percent to 3 percent of the total Malaysian prison population. The annual admission of convicted female prisoners (including foreigners) was relatively stable. Between 1991 and 1999; they made up around 7 percent to 10 percent of the total prison population (Tables 1 and 2 in Appendix). Disregarding foreign female prisoners, which numbered more than local prisoners, the rate of annual admission of Malaysian female prisoners declined between 1995 and 1999 when compared with the total Malaysian prison population; from 4.2 percent in 1995 to 2.5 percent in 1999. 


Between 1995 and 1999, about 45 percent of female prisoners were between the ages of 21 to 29 years old. Prisoners aged between 30 to 39 years old made up about 25 percent of the total population. Majority of the female prisoners (about 70 percent) served less than 6 months. The next most common sentence length was 6 months to less than a year, with about 23 percent of the total female prison population serving this sentence. As foreign female prisoners numbered more than local female prisoners, immigration offences that include having no work permit, entering Malaysia illegally without a visa and having no passport, were the highest compared with the other offences. This explains the short sentences served by the majority of the female prisoners. The next most common offences were those under the Minor Offences Ordinance 1955, followed by possession of dangerous drugs and thefts. Only a few cases were intentional or unintentional murder cases. As such, only about 5 female prisoners were lifers (serving life sentences) and about 10 were on death sentences. The majority of female prisoners (about 90 percent) were those who were admitted for the first time. The recidivism rate of the female prisoners who were admitted at that time had been declining from 14.6 percent to 5.5 percent. On average, recidivism rate was around 10 percent. A large number of them had no formal education (about 53 percent) or little formal education (about 30 percent). Less than 5 of them had received a university education. About a third of the female prisoners were unemployed at the time they were admitted. But of those who had been employed, many of them (69 percent) had income below the poverty line of RM500 per month. The typical Malaysian female offender is, therefore, not the hard-core criminal type or a perpetual offender. The female offender rate is also not increasing faster than the male offender rate. They are mainly young offenders with no formal or little education, and are unemployed or poor. They fit into Merlo’s theory that poverty, drugs and petty or non-violent crimes are major factors contributing to female criminality.


In this study, the writer will identify the offences committed by female prisoners in Malaysia, survey the background of these prisoners, identify factors which may have influenced them to commit the offences and discuss the rehabilitation programs that are being offered to them in prison.

METHODOLOGY

 
This is both a quantitative and qualitative piece of research. There are 7 female prisons and rehabilitation centers for female offenders in Peninsular Malaysia. The respondents were all female prisoners and were taken from 4 prisons and 2 rehabilitation centers. One remand center in Taiping is not included as there were only five offenders at the center. Five female prisoners who had been given death sentences were also excluded, as the writer was not allowed to see them due to security reasons. The total number of respondents was 422. 


Firstly, a questionnaire was distributed to all respondents. The questionnaire is designed to survey the background of the female prisoners, identify factors that may have influenced them to commit the offences, and the likelihood that they will re-offend.

Secondly, the writer conducted interviews with ex-female prisoners, the wardens or wardresses of the prisons and rehabilitation centers, and staff members of non-governmental organizations who cared for these ex-offenders. The purpose of these interviews was to gather more detailed information that could not be obtained solely from the questionnaire.  

RESULTS


In this study of 422 female prisoners, over half (52 percent) of the respondents are foreigners. They are predominantly from Indonesia (70 percent) and Thailand (15 percent) but also include offenders from China (9 percent) and the Philippines (3 percent). Juvenile offenders (those that are over 14, but under 18) made up 4 percent of the respondents, and young offenders (those below 21 years old and sentenced by the Juvenile Court) made up 15 percent of the total number of respondents. The rest are mainly between 21 to 30 years old (45 percent) and 31 to 40 years old (24 percent). 

76 percent of the respondents are Muslim, 13 percent are Buddhist, 8 percent are Christian and 3 percent are Hindu. About 46 percent of the respondents have little or no formal education. Only about 3 percent have studied at higher educational institutions. The rest of the respondents have secondary education. The main reason that they are not educated or could not continue their education is poverty or financial problems. About 17 percent of the respondents are unemployed before going into prison. Of those who were working, almost half of them earned less than RM500 per month (below poverty line). 

A third of the respondents are single, 41 percent are married, 10 percent are divorced or separated, and 15 percent have been widowed. Over 60 percent of the respondents are serving sentences of less than a year, and over 80 percent are first‑time offenders. There are 5 female prisoners serving death sentences, who are not included in this study. Of these five, three are on drug possession charges. 

Immigration offences, such as having no work permit, entering Malaysia illegally without a visa and having no passport, are the most common offences that female respondents are likely to be charged with, as over half of them are foreigners. The other offences that they are most likely to be convicted of include: drug offences (about 109 respondents were charged for smoking and/or peddling drugs), khalwat (close proximity involving an unmarried couple under Islamic law, about 38 respondents were charged), running away from welfare homes, rehabilitation centers, the police or the court (19 respondents were charged), identity card offences (18 respondents were charged), prostitution (15 respondents were charged) and stealing (12 respondents were charged). There are only 3 respondents convicted for intentional and unintentional killing, 4 respondents convicted for child abuse or infanticide, 4 respondents convicted for robbery and 2 respondents convicted for kidnapping. When they committed their crimes, only 5 percent mentioned that they have ever used a weapon. Most of the respondents (73 percent) said that they were not influenced to commit the crime by another person. 

About 54 percent of the respondents have children. The respondents’ mothers usually help them to look after their children while they are in prison. Only 14 percent of the respondents’ husbands or ex-husbands help them to look after their children. One respondent has her child with her in prison as the child is below 3 years old. About 7 percent of the respondents mentioned that they were pregnant when they entered prison.   

About 41 percent of the respondents admitted that they drink alcohol. Out of those 41 percent of respondents, about a quarter consumed alcohol regularly before entering prison. Almost half of the respondents who drink alcohol admitted to having a drinking problem. 

A third of all the respondents admitted to taking drugs before coming into prison. Out of this group, three quarters of them admitted to having drug addiction problems and were taking drugs every day. 

About 60 percent of the respondents (n=94) who drank alcohol also took drugs before coming into prison. About 63 percent of the respondents who said they have a drinking problem also have a drug addiction problem. The respondents who drink alcohol and/or smoke drugs revealed that they have ever ran away from home due mainly to unhappiness with family members, have ever tried committing suicide mainly because of family problems and that life was meaningless, feel that their relationship with their parents is only reasonably close, their parents love and care for them only sometimes and feel that they need counseling (Table 3 in Appendix). 

About 18 percent of the respondents have been physically abused. The abusers were mainly their husbands or family members. About half of these respondents were abused quite frequently. Over half of them were abused when they were less than 16 years old. 

About 16 percent of the respondents have been sexually abused. They were abused mainly between the ages of 11 to 20 years old. About 58 percent of the respondents who were sexually abused were abused sometimes, the remainder were abused frequently. Half of the cases reported involved abuse by the respondents’ own family members. 

About 43 percent of the respondents (n=30) who have been physically abused were also sexually abused. The respondents who have been physically and/or sexually abused are more likely to have consumed alcohol before entering prison. They are also more likely to have run away from home due mainly to unhappiness with family members, feel that their family is only moderately happy, feel that their parents love and care for them only sometimes, have ever tried committing suicide mainly because of family problems and that life was meaningless, and need counseling (Table 4 in Appendix). Respondents who have been physically abused were also more likely to take drugs before entering prison and are also more likely to re-offend.

The factors that are related to the likelihood of being arrested at a younger age and/or the likelihood of entering prison at a younger age are (Table 5 in Appendix):

(NOT in hierarchical order)

1. school education – likely to have had secondary school education;

2. marital status – likely to be single;

3. employment status – likely to be unemployed before entering prison

4. physical abuse – the more often the female offender was abused, the younger they were imprisoned; 

5. sexual abuse – the younger the female offender was abused, the younger she was arrested and imprisoned;

6. perception of family – the female offender believed her family to be an unhappy one

7. perception of relationship with parents – the female offender believed her relationship with her parents is only reasonably close or not close;

8. perception of parents’ love – the female offender believed that her parents love and care for her only sometimes or even less; 

9. has family members who have been charged before; 

10. has family members who have been to prison;

11. has ever ran away from home;   

12. feels afraid to leave prison – the female offender is worried about problems she may face outside the prison and is worried she may not be prepared;  

13. feels that she needs counseling for her problems.       

The factors that are related to re-offending or recidivism are (Table 6 in Appendix):

(NOT in hierarchical order)

1.  physical abuse;

2. drinking alcohol before entering prison; 

3. admitting to having a drinking problem;

4. taking drugs before entering prison – the more often the offender took drugs, the more likely she would re-offend;

5. admitting to having a drug addiction problem;

6. running away from home;

7. perceiving  that the family is not a happy one;

8. the feeling that her parents only love and care sporadically; 

9. having family members who have been charged with an offence previously;

10. having family members who have been to prison;

11. needing counseling;

12. needing a support group.

Most of the respondents (90 percent) in this study try to cope in prison by doing something to improve their lives, for example learning a new skill taught by the prison personnel or attending religious talks. About 63 percent of the respondents do feel lonely, but have friends, usually other inmates, to talk to. However, about 70 percent of the respondents feel that they need a support group in prison and about 60 percent feel that they need a counseling service. In particular, those who have tried committing suicide (10 percent) have problems coping with life in prison (χ² =13.720, p=0.000) and they feel that they need a counseling service (χ² =14.241, p=0.000). 

Even though most of the respondents are looking forward to leaving prison, about half are afraid to leave, particularly those who are often arrested (t =3.812, p=0.000), those who have been arrested at a younger age (t =-3.071, p=0.002), those who were drinking alcohol (χ² =5.644, p=0.018) and smoking drugs (χ² =6.432, p=0.011) before entering prison, and those who were physically abused at a younger age (t =-2.713, p=0.009). These respondents are afraid to leave prison for many reasons. These include: the fear of becoming addicted to drugs again, the concern that their family members and society may not accept them and the worry they may not be able to cope with life outside the prison. The respondents also fear that they will be influenced by bad people or that they may be harmed or cheated.  Additionally, they face other problems such as not knowing how to start a new life, having no direction in life and concern that they will not be able not find a job or have enough money. 

The respondents hope that the relevant authority will help them to find jobs or set up their own business. They also hope that they will be given temporary accommodation, access to a regular counseling service, help to overcome their drug addiction, financial support, help to continue their education or learn a new skill, and assistance in setting up a support group. 

It should be noted that coming from a single parent family is not related to drinking alcohol (χ² =2.287, p=0.130), smoking drugs (χ² =0.036, p=0.850), the number of times a respondent was arrested (t =0.697, p=0.486), the age when a respondent was first arrested (t =-1.539, p=0.125), the number of times the respondent was in prison (t =0.358, p=0.721) or the age when they first went to prison (t =0.454, p=0.650).

However, an offender having parents who are divorced or separated seems to be related to their consumption of alcohol (χ² =6.379, p=0.012), the likelihood that they ran away from home (χ² =4.641, p=0.031), and the likelihood of being arrested at a younger age (t =-2.460, p=0.014).

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Female prisoners in Malaysia still fit the stereotypical image of female prisoners of the 1970s. As more than half of the female prison population is made up of foreigners from poorer neighboring countries, immigration offences are the highest. These immigrants risked coming to Malaysia to earn a decent living for themselves and their family members back in their homeland. They could not do so in their own countries where the economy is worse than in Malaysia. Many were conned by ‘agents’ who claimed to be able to help them get a job in Malaysia for a fee between a few hundred ringgits to a few thousand ringgits. The local female prisoners are also mostly from the lower economic group in society. The crimes that are committed by them are still the typical female crimes like minor drug offences (the highest), thefts and minor offences. 

There has not been any major increase in the rate of admission of female prisoners to Malaysian prisons when compared with the total prison population rate of admission. The recidivism rate is still low (about 10 percent). The female prisoners in Malaysia fit into the economic marginalisation thesis proposed by Steffensmeier and Streifel (1992) that women commit crimes because of poverty and financial problems. In 1989, Daly also mentioned that the main factor that motivated women to commit crimes was their families’ financial needs (p.789). 


Merlo argued that since the 1970s, criminologists had contended that poverty and drugs were major factors contributing to female criminality (1995: 126). The increase in arrests for drug-related crimes, the increase in the prison and jail populations of women convicted for possession and distribution of drugs, and the increasing number of women under the influence of drugs at the time of their offenses, suggested that drugs might be a more important factor than was previously realized. Merlo concluded that although causation could not be demonstrated by these data, there appeared to be a nexus between drugs and crimes, specifically for property crimes, drug possession and sale, and prostitution. In Malaysian female prisons, the number of drug offenders is the highest after immigration offenders. 


As drug abuse is a major problem among female prisoners in Malaysia, drug treatment programs should be introduced as one of the official programs in female prisons. At present, drug programs have already been initiated in Malaysian male prisons, but not in the female prisons. Untreated drug problems are one of the main reasons for criminal recidivism.


The common factors shared by the female prisoners who drink alcohol and take drugs are: they are only reasonably close to their parents, their parents only love and care for them sometimes, they have been physically abused, they have run away from home, they have tried committing suicide and they need counselling. Some of these prisoners who drink alcohol also said that they have been sexually abused. 


The factors that are the same for female prisoners who were arrested at a younger age, went to prison at a younger age, and/or are re-offenders or recidivists are: that they have been physically abused, have run away from home, they perceive their family as not a happy one, they feel that their parents love and care for them only sometimes or even less, they have family members who have been charged before, they have family members who have been to prison, and that they feel that they need counseling. 

The female prisoners who were arrested at a younger age and/or went to prison at a younger age are also more likely to be sexually abused (the younger they were abused, the younger they were arrested and entered prison).  Re-offenders or recidivists are also more likely to be drinking alcohol before entering prison, admit to having a drinking problem, take drugs before entering prison (the more often they take drugs, the more likely they will re-offend), admit to having a drug addiction problem and feel that they need a support group.

From the above findings, it is evident that the Malaysian female prisoners share many similarities with those prisoners in studies done in the West. For example, Snell (1992) found that being brought up in a non-intact and chaotic family environment was very common among female detainees (Haywood, et al., 2000). Snell also found that women who were physically or sexually abused were more often violent recidivists (20 percent of those abused, 13 percent of those not abused). Miller et al. (1987) and Wallen (1992) said that women who used drugs might also be more prone to physical and sexual abuse (Haywood et. al., 2000).

Farr (2000) reported that crime among these women was uniformly found to have begun as a survival strategy, for example, running away to escape from physical or sexual violence in their homes. The offenders’ transition to adulthood involved illegal street work. For some of these women, this led to street crime. In this study, about a third of the respondents had run away from home, particularly those who had been physically and/or sexually abused. As a significant number were physically and/or sexually abused before entering prison, the mental health of female prisoners needs to be given attention. They were also prone to suicidal tendencies, abusing alcohol, taking drugs, running away from home, thinking that their family is not a happy one and are not likely to be that close to their parents. Moreover, more than half of the respondents in this study said that they need counselling and a support group. If the objective of the female prison is to rehabilitate the female prisoners, the factors that have led them to be imprisoned must be understood first before rehabilitation work can be carried out on them. As most of the female prisoners enter prison with some sort of mental and emotional problems, they need help to overcome these problems to prevent recidivism. In the West, there is already a call for introducing trained psychologists and counsellors in prisons to help with the rehabilitation programs of female prisoners. These provisions are lacking in the Malaysian setting. 

Empowering the female prisoners is another issue that the Malaysian prison authority should address, as Wilson and Anderson (1997) noted that many female offenders in the US leave prison disenfranchised and powerless to develop healthy, growth-producing lives. The dysfunctional families in which most of them grew up ensured that they began to feel powerless at an early age. Therefore, overcoming powerlessness involves strengthening one's adaptive capacities to use resources in the sociopolitical environment and developing the ability to participate competently in that environment. Gutierrez (1991) said that empowerment practice is "a process of increasing personal, interpersonal, or political power so that individuals can take action to improve their lives" (Wilson and Anderson, 1997). 

Wilson and Anderson (1997) also said that the emphasis should be the development of social networks of empowering relationship as this would increase the potential for social change. Five dimensions of practice are identified in the empowerment practice model: personal, social, educational, economic, and political. Once the female offenders achieve empowerment, they are able to gain mastery over their environment and are motivated to take control of their own lives. 

In the Malaysian setting, about half of the female prisoners are afraid to leave the prison, particularly those who are often arrested, those who have been arrested at a younger age, those who were drinking alcohol and smoking drugs before entering prison, and those who were physically abused at a younger age. They are afraid to leave prison because they fear they may be addicted to drugs again, their family members and society may not accept them, they may not be able to cope with life outside the prison, they will be influenced by bad people, they may be harmed or cheated, they do not know how to start a new life, they have no direction in life, they may not find a job and they may not have money. They hope that the relevant authority will help them to cope with life outside the prison. They also hope that there will be a support group where they could ask for help whenever they need it. 


In some parts of the US, female offenders take part in the Women in Community Service’s (WICS) Lifeskills program (Hale, 2001). This is a woman-centered learning model designed to both train and support female offenders by promoting self-sufficiency and economic independence. Program participants are provided with a comprehensive set of services incorporating job readiness, personal empowerment, support services and life management skills that effectively prepare them for a successful re-integration into their community. The program empowers participants by encouraging them to reassess their behaviour,  to gain marketable skills and build self-esteem. It also gives the participants a strong sense of self and a reliable support network to prevent them from returning to the same harmful habits and people that they associated with before incarceration. 

This program runs for 9 to 12 weeks. The class meets 4 days a week for about 6 hours per day, following a curriculum that is presented by community agency representatives and volunteers. Mentors, volunteers and people who were also once incarcerated, but who have now succeeded are brought in to be positive role models for the prisoners and to show them that they, too, can succeed. This WICS Lifeskills program has been found to reduce recidivism; the re-arrest rate for WICS Lifeskills graduates is significantly lower than the rate for females in other programs.

The Malaysian prison authority should study research findings and successful programs (such as the WICS Lifeskills program) that are carried out in other parts of the world for better rehabilitative results. Traditional skills like sewing, handicraft, hairdressing, cooking and gardening are not as marketable as in the 1970s or 1980s in a society like Malaysia that is developing at a fast pace. When ex-females offenders lack job skills that are marketable, they may be pushed to re-offend and therefore re-enter the prison system. As De Bell (2001) found, female offenders are being incarcerated with lower than basic literacy skills, employment skills as well as a lack of life skills, such as interview skills and money management, and, as such, they posed a serious recidivism risk. In the US, prison settings offer female offenders the opportunity to advance their technical knowledge by participating in programs such as computer-assisted drafting and software applications that give female offenders viable options and skills that may prevent their return to the system (DeBell, 2001). 

However, if the Malaysian prison authority decides to introduce new concepts and successful programs carried out by prisons in other countries, it will involve the retraining of existing staff members and/or employing new qualified staff members. 

Another option that the authority could consider is having more joint programs with private individuals, social workers and non-governmental organisations that have already been doing social work with female prisoners. Non-governmental organisations may be able to provide trained staff members to help with the rehabilitation programs of the female prisoners. 


Some rehabilitation programs in the West, notably those in Canada, involve family members. Family members are encouraged to attend the rehabilitation programs of prisoners so that they will have a better understanding of the problems that the prisoners have been facing that caused them to offend. Moreover, as Cranford and Rose (1998) pointed out, as the risk of children of offenders becoming involved in the criminal justice system is eight times greater than for children of non-offenders, female offenders are of great significance to our society. In this study, over half of the respondents have children and these children are particularly vulnerable to the criminal world as suggested by Cranford and Rose. Intervention strategies and intervention programs need to be developed for the female offenders as well as for their children to restore normality in both their lives. 

The legal system in the West has also introduced the concept of parole and community service for offenders. Community service is particularly favourable for light offenders. This system reduces overcrowding in the prisons and, at the same time, has been found to be of some success in the West as a rehabilitation program. The Malaysian prisons authority is still studying the implications of these concepts and may consider its implementations. 

Aftercare of the ex-female prisoners has also become important in the West, once again, most notably in Canada. Staff members of the welfare department as well as prison staff will monitor how the ex-prisoners are coping with the outside world. They try to help the ex-prisoners to adjust back to life in society at large. Monitoring and helping to integrate the ex-prisoners back into their communities is also carried out by volunteers and non-governmental organisations. Such concepts do not exist in Malaysia. As such, most female prisoners will have to fend for themselves when they have been released. This is particularly worrying for many of them.

Foreign immigration offenders in Malaysia should be separated from Malaysian female prisoners as most of the foreign offenders are on short-term sentences and waiting for deportation. If foreign immigration offenders are removed from the female prisons, the actual number of Malaysian female prisoners will be much smaller and more reflective of female criminality in Malaysia. This will make rehabilitation programs easier to be carried out. 

Lastly, this study found that many female prisoners do not know much about HIV/AIDS even though they have heard about it. Moreover, almost 70 percent of them would like to know more about this issue. As HIV/AIDS is an important health issue in the country, perhaps governmental and non-governmental organisations dealing with this issue should also spread their work to the prison establishment. In doing so they could impart their knowledge on HIV/AIDS, as well as on other health issues relating to women like breast cancer, menopause and dietary requirements. As women’s health problems and needs are different from men, medical officers imparting knowledge to the female prisoners and looking after their needs should, therefore, be trained in this area as they will then be more understanding and sensitive towards women’s needs.      
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APPENDIX

Table 1

Annual admission – Convicted Prisoners by sex

	Year
	Male
	Female
	Total

	1991
	25,516
	3,522 (12.1%)
	29,038

	1992
	18,762
	1,880 (9.1%)
	20,642

	1993
	22,101
	2,671 (10.8%)
	24,772

	1994
	28,175
	2,426 (7.9%)
	30,601


Source: Prison Statistics 1995

Table 2

Annual admission – Convicted Prisoners by nationality, race and sex

	
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999

	Malaysians
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Malay
	9,217
	298
	9,822
	344
	10,879
	428
	13,829
	453
	16,497
	452

	Chinese
	2,825
	69
	2,980
	62
	2,862
	50
	3,396
	56
	3,879
	82

	Indian 
	2,275
	59
	2,212
	39
	2,444
	41
	3,043
	27
	3,579
	59

	Others
	1,108
	229
	1,181
	98
	1,226
	104
	1,504
	77
	1,462
	52

	TOTAL
	15,425
	655

(4.2%)
	16,195
	543

(3.4%)
	17,411
	623

(3.6%)
	21,772
	613

(2.8%)
	25,417
	645

(2.5%)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Foreigners
	11,320
	1,828
	9,555
	1,385
	9,180
	2,063
	10,112
	2,166
	9,925
	2,478

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	26,745
	2,483

(9.3%)
	25,750
	1,928

(7.5%)
	26,591
	2,686

(10.1%)
	31,884
	2,779

(8.7%)
	35,342
	3,123

(8.8%)


Source: Prison Statistics 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999.

Table 3

	Variable
	Drink alcohol (Chi square/ T-test)
	Smoke drug (Chi-square/ T-test)

	
	Chi-square


	T-test


	Sig.
	Chi-square


	T-test


	Sig.

	1. Ran away from home
	51.143
	
	0.000
	30.003
	
	0.000

	2. Committing suicide
	15.710
	
	0.000
	13.606
	
	0.000

	3. Relationship with parents
	
	4.705
	0.000
	
	2.886
	0.004

	4. Perception of parents’ love
	
	2.037
	0.042
	
	2.601
	0.010

	5. Need counseling
	17.070
	
	0.000
	29.231
	
	0.000


Table 4

	Variable
	Physically abused (Chi-square/ T-test)
	Sexually abused (Chi-square/ T-test)

	
	Chi-square


	T-test


	Sig.
	Chi-square
	T-test


	Sig.

	1. Drink alcohol
	10.529
	
	0.001
	10.491
	
	0.001

	2. Ran away from home
	12.636
	
	0.000
	15.484
	
	0.000

	3. Perception of family
	
	3.084
	0.003
	
	2.340
	0.020

	4. Perception of parents’ love
	
	3.845
	0.000
	
	3.258
	0.001

	5. Committing suicide
	35.772
	
	0.000
	25.575
	
	0.000

	6. Need counselling
	8.231
	
	0.004
	15.581
	
	0.000

	7. Taking drugs
	21.577
	
	0.000
	-
	-
	n.s.

	8. Re-offend
	7.232
	
	0.007
	-
	-
	n.s.


Table 5

	Variable
	Arrested at a younger age (ANOVA/ T-test)
	Went to prison at a younger age (ANOVA/ T-test)

	
	F ratio


	T-test
	Sig.
	F ratio


	T-test


	Sig.

	1. School education
	13.036
	
	0.000
	11.626
	
	0.000

	2. Marital status
	26.850
	
	0.000
	34.688
	
	0.000

	3. Employment status
	8.827
	
	0.000
	14.583
	
	0.000

	4. Physical abuse
	-
	-
	n.s.
	3.280
	
	0.011

	5. Sexual abuse
	
	-6.367
	0.000
	
	-6.368
	0.000

	6. Perception of family
	4.603
	
	0.004
	5.357
	
	0.001

	7. Relationship with parents
	8.797
	
	0.000
	7.963
	
	0.000

	8. Perception of parents’ love
	7.427
	
	0.000
	5.079
	
	0.001

	9. Family members charged 
	
	-3.204
	0.001
	
	-2.773
	0.006

	10. Family members went to prison
	
	-2.506
	0.013
	
	-2.428
	0.016

	11. Ran away from home
	
	-7.136
	0.000
	
	-5.318
	0.000

	12. Afraid to leave prison
	
	-3.071
	0.002
	-
	-
	n.s.

	13. Need counseling
	
	-3.491
	0.001
	-
	-
	n.s.


Table 6

	Variable
	Re-offending or recidivism (Chi-square/ T-test)

	
	Chi-square

	T-test
	Sig.

	1. Physical abuse
	7.232
	
	0.007

	2. Drink alcohol
	26.019
	
	0.000

	3. Have drinking problem 
	13.334
	
	0.000

	4. Smoke drugs
	88.895
	
	0.000

	5. Have drug addiction problem
	92.364
	
	0.000

	6. Ran away from home
	16.159
	
	0.000

	7. Perception of family
	
	-2.550
	0.030

	8. Perception of parents’ love
	
	-2.190
	0.031

	9. Family members charged 
	7.695
	
	0.006

	10. Family members went to prison
	11.404
	
	0.001

	11. Need counseling
	8.645
	
	0.003

	12. Need support group
	6.938
	
	0.008


( Paper presented at the Fourth International Malaysian Studies Conference, 3-5 August 2004, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia.
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